
 

 

 

 
 
UPCOMING DATES … 
 

 Mainly Music (every Tuesday during School term) – 30 April 

 Women’s Encounter 3-5 May 

 Central Afterparty – 5 May 

 Mother’s Day – 12 May 

 Young Families Big Birthday – 19 May 

 Water Baptisms – 26 May 
 

For more information or to register for any of these events go to inchurch.com.au 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019 – CG Notes #9 
 

The Real Faith – Part 1 
 

Key Verse: 

Micah 6:8 (ESV) 
8 He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
 
Our theme for 2019 is “Love Kindness,” and now and in the days ahead, we are asking 
the Holy Spirit to open our eyes to the needs and situations of the people around us. We 
are praying “a better prayer,” that is, “LORD, give us to our city.” 
 
To “love kindness” means to be ready to do something - to act, to help, to give. For 
kindness to be genuine, it means that we do something. Real faith is expressed through 
what we do. If we claim to be authentic Christians, then our faith will affect what we do. 



 
Read: James 2:14 -26 and Galatians 2:16 and compare these two sections of Scripture.  
 
Contrast what James and Paul both have to say regarding salvation.  
 

 Do they seem to contradict each other? 
 

 Who were the recipients of these two letters?  
 

 What were their cultural and religious backgrounds before salvation?  
 

 Do their backgrounds have any bearing upon what was written to them? 
 
Contradiction or balanced truth? 
 
James makes a strong case for genuine faith being evidenced by the works a person 
does. Paul, on the other hand clearly states that a person is justified before God by faith 
in Christ and not by the "works of the law." Christ and Christ alone = salvation.  
 
Who is correct? They both are! They both are right because they are discussing two 
entirely different issues. 
 
Paul wrote to Gentile believers and was battling the teaching of the Judaizers - Jewish 
believers who insisted that Gentiles essentially had to become Jews, following Jewish 
laws and practices before they could become Christians. These practices Paul termed, 
"the works of the law" and continuously taught that these works of the law did not 
provide salvation, to begin with, and indeed were not at all foundational for salvation now 
that Jesus had come as the sacrifice for sin.  
 
James was opposed to careless, negligent, so-called believers whose faith amounted to 
nothing more than easy-believe-ism. These were Christians who claimed faith in Christ, 
but it seemed that their belief had little effect upon their lifestyle. James was so bold as 
to ask, "... If a man claims to have faith but has no deeds ... can such a faith save him?"  
James had severe doubts about such a person actually having experienced genuine 
salvation. If a person's faith is real on the inside, then it certainly had to affect the outside 
- the lifestyle. 
 
Paul's emphasis upon not participating in works of the law was to point them to Jesus 
Christ and Him alone as their source of salvation. 
 
When James used the word "works," his comments were directed at a person's lifestyle 
NOW that they had become a Christian. Works are the fruit of a life that has undergone 
transformational change, an evidence of the work of the Holy Spirit within. 
 
Paul focused on the roots of salvation - what happens on the inside. 
James focused on the fruits of salvation - what happens on the outside. 
 
Paul focused on how to know you are a Christian = faith in Christ. 
James focused on how to show you are a Christian = how you behave by modeling the 
life of Christ. 
 



Paul focused on how to become a Christian. 
James focused on how to behave like a Christian. 
 
There are no contradictions here. Both work together in harmony when we understand 
what is meant. 
 
Read and discuss: 
 
Ephesians 2:8-10 (NIV) 
8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, 
it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s 
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for 
us to do. 
 

 How does Paul’s teaching about “works” and James’ teaching come together in 
this passage? 
 

 What do you think Paul means by “we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works …”? 

 

 How is this practically demonstrated in our lives? 


