
 

 

 

 
 
UPCOMING DATES … 
 

 INC Women, Ps Bron Bonnell – 25 June 

 Hour of Power – 27 June 

 Child Dedications – 30 June 

 Welcome to INChurch Lunch – 30 June 
For more information or to register for any of these events go to inchurch.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019 – CG Notes #17 
 

Kindness & Character 
 
 

Key verse: 
 

Micah 6:8 (ESV) 
He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do 
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
 
On the surface level, we think of kindness in delightful terms. Our hearts are warmed 
when we hear of some extraordinary act of kindness as we continue to share the love of 
God with those around us. 
 
Then there are the times when being kind is the hardest thing to do, when even the 
emotions associated with kindness seem to be absent. There may be a personal offence 
involved. There may be a breakdown of a relationship. You may be physically and 
emotionally exhausted. 
 
There will be occasions when you need to depend entirely upon the Holy Spirit and His 
fruit of kindness. You may have already dug deep and found that there is nothing more 
to give. What to do? 
 



The challenge of kindness in the life of Paul 
 
The Apostle wrote a list of the trials and difficulties he experienced in his life of service to 
Christ. I'm so glad he did! It really helps us to understand that the Christian life is not all 
flowers and sunshine. You can find the list in 2 Corinthians 6 if you would like to read it in 
entirety. It makes for inspiring reading any time you feel tempted to self-pity.  
 
Paul wrote: (2 Corinthians 6:3-6) 
3 We live in such a way that no one will stumble because of us, and no one will find fault 
with our ministry. 4 In everything we do, we show that we are true ministers of God. We 
patiently endure troubles and hardships and calamities of every kind. 5 We have been 
beaten, been put in prison, faced angry mobs, worked to exhaustion, endured sleepless 
nights, and gone without food. 6 We prove ourselves by our purity, our understanding, 
our patience, our kindness, by the Holy Spirit within us, and by our sincere love. 
 

Discuss: 
 
A helpful way to reflect on a passage of Scripture is to pick out certain words and 
phrases. Complete the following thoughts highlighting what you believe to be the focus 
of the sentence: 
 

 “We live in such a way that …” 

 “In everything we do, we show that …” 

 “We patiently endure …” 

 “We prove ourselves by …” 
 
Describe in one sentence what all of these actions add up to. 
 

Reflect 
 
Carefully read again, verse 6 looking for our key word, kindness. What importance does 
it have within this verse? 
 

 How does kindness assist in Paul’s over-all goal? 
 

 What do you think Paul mean by “We prove ourselves …” 
 
Our testimony of the indwelling Christ can and should be most evident when 
circumstances are stacked against us. The word translated prove (Strongs G4921) 
means “to place together; to recommend to favourable attention” and I really like this: “to 
place in a striking point of view”. This is a powerful word and it is the same word used in 
Romans 5:8, when God “commends” that is, God proves His love for us.  
 
Like it or not, our lives are on display 24/7, good days and bad days, easy and hard. His 
grace is sufficient. It must be. He would not call us to do what we are incapable of doing. 
Paul’s relationship to the Corinthian Church was never easy. In his absence, certain 
false teachers had infiltrated the church and challenged Paul’s apostolic authority and 
went as far as to defame his reputation, challenging the sincerity of his love for the 
church. It was later revealed that these infiltrators sought their own promotion and all 
their motives were self-seeking.  
 
It is in this light that we understand that there is a notable difference between “defending” 
oneself and “proving” oneself. We might defend with our words but we prove with our 
actions. 
 



 
Kindness proves and improves our lives 
 
A crucible is a type of vessel capable of withstanding high temperatures wherein 
precious metals are proved. They are heated to liquid state so that the impurities can be 
removed. One author used the phrase “the crucible of kindness” to describe the intense 
processes that occur within a person when undergoing adverse relational circumstances, 
yet seeking to remain Christlike. It is there that real Christian character is formed. It is 
there that the character of Christ in you is truly visible. 
 

Discuss: 
 

 Can you relate a circumstance when you felt that the intensity of a situation 
actually served to form you and make more evident the nature of Christ within? 

 

 Can you think of a current relationship (family, friends, neighbourhood, work-
place) where it is presently difficult to show kindness?  

 

 What is one step you could take to improve the relationship? (This is a personal 
matter so share to the degree you are comfortable with and pray for one another.) 

 

 


