
 

 

 

 
 
UPCOMING DATES … 
 

 Heart for His House – 16 June 

 Young Families Birthday Party – 16 June 

 Guest Speaker Ps Robi Sonderegger – 23 June 

 INC Women, Ps Bron Bonnell – 25 June 
For more information or to register for any of these events go to inchurch.com.au 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019 – CG Notes #15 
 

Your Loving Kindness – Part 1 
 
 

Key verse: 
 
Micah 6:8 (ESV) 
8 He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness,[a] and to walk humbly with your God? 
 
The kindness of our God: our model for kindness 
 
We have discussed our motivation for kindness and our acts of kindness. Today we will 
discuss our model for kindness: The Lord Himself. Our God is good and He is kind. 
 
The Old Testament uses a particular word for the kindness of God: chêsêd. It’s difficult 
to find an English equivalent, so the choice of many translators is the word 
lovingkindness, which is defined as “tender kindness motivated by or expressing 
affection.”  Some other words that give a sense of what chêsêd means are: faithfulness, 
favour, goodness, loveliness, loyalty, mercifulness and it’s root is a word that means to 
bow down towards. You can imagine then, our God is the God Who is leaning down 
towards us with His merciful lovingkindness. Lovingkindness is God’s faithful love in 
action. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Micah6:8&version=NKJV;HCSB;ESV;NLT;NIV#fen-ESV-22657a


 
Lovingkindness 
 

 Kindness motivated by affection 

 Faithfulness 

 Favour 

 Goodness 

 Loveliness 

 Loyalty 

 Mercifulness 

 Bowing down to help us 
 
Lovingkindness demonstrated 
 
Jeremiah 31:3 records the very words of God for His people Israel. Many times, they 
strayed away from Him. Despite Israel’s unfaithfulness to God, He continued to faithfully 
extend His love towards them.  
 
Jeremiah 31:3 (NKJV) 
The Lord has appeared [a]of old to me, saying: “Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting 
love; therefore with lovingkindness I have drawn you. 
 

Discuss: 
 

 How does the lovingkindness of God draw people to Him? 
 

 What are some common misconceptions of the nature of God? (If you have 
attended an Encounter weekend you may recall the teaching on this topic.) 

 

 Why is it important that we have an accurate understanding of God’s nature? How 
does an inaccurate understanding affect us and what might be some of the 
negative consequences? 

 
Compare Jeremiah 31:3 with: 
 
Romans 2:4 (ESV) 
4 Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not 
knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? 
 

Discuss: 
 

 According to Romans 2:4 what action is God’s kindness meant to produce? 
 

 What do you think is meant by “do you presume on the riches of his kindness”? 
 

 How is being “led to repentance” an expression of God’s kindness? 
 

 What can we do to help ourselves maintain hearts that do not take God’s grace 
and mercy for granted? 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jer+31%3A3&version=NKJV;HCSB;ESV;NLT;NIV#fen-NKJV-19695a


Jonah’s unusual response to the lovingkindness of God 
 
If you are familiar with the story of Jonah you are aware of Jonah’s reticence to warn the 
wicked Ninevites of impending judgment for their sin. Jonah’s response was to disobey 
God! He disobeyed the call of God because he wanted the Ninevites to be destroyed for 
their cruel wickedness. He knew that God might be merciful and that the people might 
repent so he was unwilling to deliver the word of the Lord. Some scholars have termed 
Jonah an “anti-prophet” - he certainly did not have the heart of God in the matter! 
 
You probably remember how the rest of the story goes and how that Jonah finally made 
it to Ninevah and though reluctant, he delivered the word of the Lord. And what was their 
response? Chapter 3 tells us that the Ninevites immediately repented. 
 
Jonah 3:10 NASB 
When God saw their deeds that they turned from their wicked way, then God relented 
concerning the calamity which He had declared He would bring upon them. And He did 
not do it. 
 
Then in the very next verse we find a puzzling response from Jonah. 
 
Jonah 4:1-2 NASB 
But it greatly displeased Jonah and he became angry. He prayed to the LORD and said, 
“please LORD, was not this what I said while I was still in my own country? Therefore, in 
order to forestall this, I fled to Tarshish, for I knew that You are a gracious and 
compassionate God, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, and one who relents 
concerning calamity. 
 

Discuss: 
 
Jonah’s response to God’s kindness towards others seems unusual but his example 
provides an opportunity to reflect.  

 

 Do we really believe that God extends His grace and offer of forgiveness to 
everyone in the world?  

 

 Are there people we feel might not ‘deserve’ to be forgiven? 
 
 
Take time to thank God for His great kindness to ourselves and towards all people. 
 
 
 
 
 


