
 

 

 

 
 
UPCOMING DATES … 
 

 Mother’s Day – 12 May 

 Young Families Big Birthday – 19 May 

 Water Baptisms – 26 May 

 Hour of Power – 30 May 
 

For more information or to register for any of these events go to inchurch.com.au 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019 – CG Notes #10 
 

The Real Faith – Part 2 
 

Key Verse: 
 
Micah 6:8 (ESV) 
8 He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
 
Does it matter what you do or not do, as long as you have faith in Jesus Christ? 
Some say “yes,” and others would say “no.” This was as much of a controversy in New 
Testament times as it is today. 
 
Last week, in part 1 of this study we discussed two passages of Scripture describing 
what it means to have genuine faith. At first glance, the two seem to contradict each 
other.  
 
By means of review, and to prepare for this discussion, read once again Galatians 2:16 
and James 2:14-26. 
 



From these verses of Scripture, it is clear that what we do does matter. Where we get 
confused is in why it matters. These Scriptures do not contradict each other because 
they speak of two different things. 
 
Paul, in speaking to the Galatians wanted them to clearly understand that their salvation 
was solely based on their faith in Jesus Christ and His power alone to save them.  
 
The Galatians had been infiltrated by certain Judaizers, Jewish Christians who 
maintained all of their former practices, including circumcision. They then sought to 
impose the “works of the law” upon these new Gentile believers, essentially requiring 
that they convert to Judaism and then, according to them, they would be genuinely 
saved.  
 
Their teaching amounted to: “Jesus Christ + works of the law = salvation.” Paul taught: 
“Jesus Christ + faith in Him = salvation.” 
 
James, on the other hand, had encountered Christians whose faith amounted to nothing 
more than thoughts and words with no outward evidence of a changed life within. They 
were capable of disregarding the apparent needs of others and dismissing it with a 
“bless you, I’ll pray for you.” This infuriated James, and he had serious doubts these so-
called Christians were actually saved. 
 
The reality is if a person has a genuine encounter with the Lord Jesus Christ - something 
will change! The change affects us on the inside as well as the outside. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV) 
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the 
new is here! 
 
 
Read Matthew 7:16 -20 
 

 Jesus used metaphor to describe the inner life and outer activity. What examples 
does He use to describe this? What word pictures come to mind? 

 

 What would be some examples of “good fruit” and “bad fruit”? 
 
James described real faith 
 
James described real faith in terms of what it is not and what it really is as evidence of a 
transformed life. 
 
What real faith is not: 
 
Real faith is not just something we say. You have heard the expression “talk is cheap” - 
and it is. It’s so easy to just talk about doing something then never do it. It’s easy to say 
“Yes, I’m a Christian,” then never produce any evidence that this is true. In the last 
census, 52% of Australians identified as being Christians. 
 
Matthew 7:21 (NIV) 
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 



Real faith is not just emotional - it’s much more than something we feel. A person might 
feel emotional at the moment - maybe even shed a tear, but then do nothing about the 
need they see. “Oh, I am so sorry - I feel for you.”  Real faith gets involved, and James 
maintained that it be in a practical way. 
 
James 2:15-16 (NIV) 
15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says 
to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical 
needs, what good is it? 
 
1 John 3:17 (NIV) 
17 If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no 
pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? 
Real faith is expressed through generosity. 
 
Real faith is not just in our thoughts - an intellectual understanding. 
It seems that for James, there were others who intellectualised the problems around 
them. They wanted to debate the matter, (v.18) “You have faith, I have works. You say 
this, I say that …” Thinking, discussing, getting their doctrine straight while the needs of 
the people around them were unmet. James cuts to the chase. You can sense his 
frustration. “The need is great. You can do something, so do it!” 
 
Real faith becomes visible. Someone has said: “Faith is like calories - you can’t see 
them, but you sure can see the results!” 
 
Thinking is not the same as doing 
 
Too often we mislead ourselves by only thinking about a matter and doing nothing more. 
Because we think about something does not mean we have actually done something to 
back that up. 
 
For example, a person might think that their health is important to them, but if they were 
asked about what they do to back that up, the results might prove the opposite to be 
true.  
 
Thought: “My health is very important to me.” 
 
Questions:      

Do you eat right? No 
          Do you exercise? No 
          Do you get proper rest? No 
          Do you take vitamins? No 
          Do you go to the doctor for regular check-ups? No 
 
Real faith is not something you believe. Careful here! What, isn’t this the most important 
thing - that we believe? According to James, there is more to it. 
 
James 2:19 (NIV) 
19 You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and 
shudder. 
 
James shocks us with this statement. He counters that believing the facts - in this case, 
the reality of Almighty God - is not enough. The devil opposes God, His people and all 
that is right and good, yet he believes. So, we see, mental assent to the truth is not faith-
filled believing. True belief is expressed in life and actions that reflect the faith within. 
 



What real faith is. 
 
Real faith is lived out. It is something that we do. Evidence of Christ’s life within. 
 
James 2:20 MSG 
Do you suppose for a minute that you can cut faith and works in two and not end up with 
a corpse on your hands? 
 
To convince us further, James refers to two well-known individuals - the patriarch 
Abraham and the Jericho harlot, Rahab. The two couldn’t be more opposite!  
(Background reading for Abraham: Genesis 22:1-19, Rahab: Joshua 2:1-24, 6:17-25) 
 
Abraham     Man         Patriarch of Jews         Righteous 
Rahab     Woman     Gentile              Jericho prostitute         
 
What did they have in common? Real faith expressed by what they did. 
 
Abraham’s example 
 
James 2:21 (NIV) 
21 Was not our father Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered 
his son Isaac on the altar? 
 
Abraham was asked to do the unthinkable - to sacrifice his beloved son. He made the 
journey to the place of sacrifice, he brought the wood for the burnt offering, the knife to 
sacrifice with but said to his servants: “We will come back to you.”  
 
Abraham trusted God. God had promised him that Abraham would be the father of a 
multitude and even in that ultimate test he knew that God would be true to His Word. 
 
Rahab’s example 
 
James 2:25-26 The Message (MSG) 
The same with Rahab, the Jericho harlot. Wasn’t her action in hiding God’s spies and 
helping them escape—that seamless unity of believing and doing—what counted with 
God? The very moment you separate body and spirit, you end up with a corpse. 
Separate faith and works and you get the same thing: a corpse. 
 

Discuss: 
 
The Message Version interprets these verses meaningfully and uses the expression: 
“the seamless unity of believing and doing.”  
 

 Reflect on this phrase and add your thoughts to the matter on how we can better 
live our lives to honour the Lord and demonstrate our faith in Him. 

 
 
2 Corinthians 13:5 (NIV) 
5 Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not 
realize that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the test? 
 
 
 
 
 


