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2017 – CG Notes #6       

STRONGER 

     

Title:    The Strong Name of Jesus  
 

    
 

Bible background: Acts 3:1-16 
 

Key verses: 

 

Acts 3:6-7 NKJV 

 

Then Peter said, “Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you: In the name 

of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.”  And he took him by the right hand and 

lifted him up, and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING DATES … 

 

Easter Family Fun Day & Good Friday Service – 14 April 

Steps of Hope – 29 April 

Kids “Blast” (Kindy to Yr 6) – Sunday nights 

Christian Character Course – register online 
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What only God can do 
 

There are times when it is important that we know what we DO have and what we DON’T.  

It’s also important to know to where our strength finishes – where our ability to change a 

situation has reached it’s limit. It’s at this point where we become aware of the strength 

and power of our God. Some matters are simply out of our hands and we become 

frustrated, even to the point of despair trying to do what only God can do. 

 

Peter and John realised their limitations that day that they entered the Temple grounds at 

the Gate Beautiful. A man who was born lame was carried every day to this same spot. 

Day in and day out he depended upon the kindness of others who might give him a few 

coins to meet his daily needs. 

 

It’s very likely Peter and John had seen him before. It’s also possible that previously they 

had dropped him a few coins. Verse 5 indicates the poor man expected to receive 

something from them. He did indeed receive something from them but it was far more 

than he ever expected. The healing power of Jesus’ Name gave the man a life of physical 

wholeness – a life he had never known or expected to know. This was far beyond anything 

he could imagine. No wonder he instantly became a spectacle walking, leaping and 

praising God! 

 

Verse 7-10 detail the miracle. Maybe you have observed the legs of a person who has been 

long term unable to use their legs, perhaps through spinal injury or other causes of 

paralysis. The muscles atrophy – they wither away and become nearly useless. This man’s 

situation was beyond any human ability to help. But that day, Peter had given the man 

what he DID have. They had no money but they DID have the strong name of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

“Immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength.” (v.7) The crowds gathered as 

they witnessed this astounding miracle. Everyone knew this man. They knew what 

happened was instantaneous and genuine. Peter was quick to give the glory to God and 

said: “…Why look so intently at us, as though by our own power or godliness we had 

made this man walk?” (v.12) And continuing on he said: “And this name through faith in 

His name, has made this man strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the faith which comes 

through Him has given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all.” (v.16) 

 

Discuss … 
 

What you have and do not have 
 

It seems that Peter and John held the knowledge of what they DID have and what they 

DID NOT have in perfect tension. They were under resourced financially but in reality 

they had all that they needed to truly help this man. 
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 Discuss various challenges that come to mind. How is knowing what you can do  
and what you cannot do helpful and can bring clarification to what your response  
should be? 

 

 How does this help you depend upon the strength of the Lord? 
 

What you have 

 

What we DO have and always have is the strong name of Jesus. As His followers He has 

instructed us to ask in His name: 

 

Ask in Jesus’ Name 
 

John 14:13-14 NKJV 

And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the 

Son. If you ask anything in My name, I will do it. 

 

(Also: John 15:16,16:23-24,26) 

 

Authority in Jesus’ Name 
 

Matthew 18:18-20 NKJV 

Assuredly I say to you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 

you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.  19 Again I say to you that if two of you agree 

on earth concerning anything they ask it will be done form by my Father in heaven. 20 For 

where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them. 

 

Mark 16:17-18 NKJV 

And these signs will follow those who believe: In my name they will cast out demons; they 

will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, 

it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover. 

 

Strength in the Name of Jesus 
 

There is strength in the name of Jesus! The Name of the Lord is a place of security for us 

as believers. 

 

Proverbs 18:10 NKJV 

The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous run to it and are safe. 
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In our weakest moments, we have the strong name of Jesus. Peter attributed the lame 

man’s miracle to “faith in His name, has made this man strong.” This was the lame man’s 

first encounter with Jesus Christ. How much more should  we as followers of Christ 

continually rely upon the power of Jesus name? 

 

Discuss … 

 

When Peter spoke to the lame man he said “Look on us”. With that, the lame man 

expected to receive something from them and he had already decided in his mind what it 

was he might receive, namely a few coins. 

 

 Discuss the importance of expectation as a part of our faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

Ephesians 3:20 -21NKJV 

Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, 

according to the power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to 

all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

There are times that require us to “expect big” because of the situation at hand. Ephesians 

3:20 tells us that God is able to do far more than we ask or think. 

 

 What can we put in place that helps us increase our expectation and faith in God? 
 

 What is available to safeguard our hearts and keep us from fear and doubt? 
 

Conclusion 
 

Faith in Jesus’ name made the lame man strong. The faith in the hearts of Peter and John 

and the new found faith of the lame man. Peter concluded his description by describing the 

man as having received “perfect soundness.” 

 

As believers we are to live every day of our lives realising the full availability and power 

that is ours in the strong name of Jesus. 

 

Conclude in prayer in Jesus’ name over the needs of your lives. Believe for strength and 

perfect wholeness in your lives. 

 

 


