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2017 – CG Notes #31      

STRONGER – Sow Generously 
      

Title:   The Measurement You Use 

 

 
Key Verses: 
 
Luke 6:36-38 The Passion Translation (TPT) 

36 Show mercy and compassion for others, just as your heavenly Father overflows with 

mercy and compassion for all.” 

37 Jesus said, “Forsake the habit of criticizing and judging others, and then you will not be 

criticized and judged in return. Don’t look at others and pronounce them guilty, and you will 
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not experience guilty accusations yourself. Forgive over and over and you will be forgiven 

over and over.38 Give generously and generous gifts will be given back to you, shaken down 

to make room for more. Abundant gifts will pour out upon you with such an overflowing 

measure that it will run over the top! Your measurement of generosity becomes the 

measurement of your return.” 

 

Read it again 

The Passion Translation, quoted above, provides a fresh version of this well-known passage 

from the book of Luke. Read these verses again from a different translation you are familiar 

with. What thoughts stand out to you as you read and compare? 

 

Verses 37 and 38, at first glance, seem to infer that life is a matter of “if you do this, then 

this will happen”- a sowing and reaping effect, an action and a corresponding reaction. 

 

Action      Corresponding reaction       

Do not judge, criticize    You won’t be judged, criticized   

Do not pronounce guilty   You will not experience guilty accusations 

Forgive     You will be forgiven 

Give generously    You will be given to generously 

 

But Jesus calls us, His followers to the highest standard of character. Our responses should 

go well beyond what is expected and be something that exceeds the way that we are treated.   

The overarching theme of this passage is verse 36: “… Just as your heavenly Father 

overflows with …”. Our Heavenly Father is our example.  Mercy and compassion are the 

two words that sum up verses 37 and 38.  A heart that overflows with mercy and compassion 

will not be critical, condemning, unforgiving or stingy. An overflowing heart has an 

abundant resource that is the life of God within the believer. 

The fact of the matter is, life is not always fair and things are hardly ever equal so we cannot 

assume that these verses are a guarantee that we will never be the recipients of the 

unkindness of others. If we do, then we will hold false expectations and be sorely 

disappointed.  

We should, however approach these actions in the same way that God does – He gives, He 

pours out His mercy and grace AND He gives AND pours out His mercy and grace AND He 

continues to DO SO whether or NOT He receives anything in return from us. 



3                 

To sow generously is more than monetary. Generosity requires a largeness of spirit that is 

all-encompassing and central to the core of our character and affects all that we do. This 

largeness of heart begins with our relationship to God, then the relationships closest to us 

and spreads out from there.  

 

Discuss: 

 What types of problems could arise in a friendship or other relationship where one or 
both persons expect that things should always be equal or fair? 
 

 How does a generous spirit help prevent problems from arising in relationships? 
 

 What wisdom can we find in the Word of God to help us when our expectations are not 
met? 

 

Romans 12:10 (TPT) 

 

Be devoted to tenderly loving your fellow believers as members of one family.  

Try to outdo yourselves in respect and honor of one another. 

 

Hebrews 10:24 (TPT) 

Discover creative ways to encourage others and to motivate them toward acts of 

compassion, doing beautiful works as expressions of love. 

 

Pressed down, shaken together and running over 

This is the way we usually remember the words of Luke 6:38, with older translations 

concluding with “will men pour into your bosom” or “into your lap”. This only makes sense 

when we understand something of the culture and the clothing of this era.  

The usual basic garment that men and women alike wore was a tunic that was fastened 

around the waist by a sash or a belt of some sort. If a person wanted to carry something more 

than their two hands could hold, they would pull up the loose material from below the waist 

and create an instant pouch. This pouch then, would be held and supported by the hands on 

each side. Often the person would sit while the goods were being delivered – be it a measure 

of grain or fruit at the market or something else. 

Jesus wants us to picture ourselves with the already generous mind-set. We don’t just give a 

sprinkle of grain or one or two apples but with thoughts of “more” and “much” from an 

abundance of spirit. 
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Read: Luke 7:36 – 50 The sinful woman forgiven 

 

Discuss:  

Jesus was the guest at the home of Simon the Pharisee. Simon, as a Pharisee, would have 

been a man of substantial wealth and quite able to extend hospitality to Jesus with the many 

servants he had on hand. Yet this was not done. The traditional greeting of a kiss and the 

washing of feet was withheld from Jesus. It was an intentional affront. 

Simon deliberately withheld his respect and even the common courtesies of Middle Eastern 

hospitality. Contrast this with the sinful woman’s actions recorded in verses 36 – 38. 

 

 What words would you use to describe her generosity? 
 

 Would you say she out-did Simon?  
 

 What was the motivation of her heart? 
 

 What were the outward actions she demonstrated? 
 

 What might she possibly have been thinking that day? 

 

Luke 7:47 (TPT) 

She has been forgiven of all her many sins. This is why she has shown me such extravagant 

love. But those who assume they have very little to be forgiven will love me very little.” 

 

 


