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UPCOMING DATES … 

 

Young Families Big Birthday Bash – 19 March (after AM service) 

Men’s Encounter – 24 to 26 March 

Water Baptisms – 9 April 

Easter Family Fun Day & Good Friday Service – 14 April 

Kids “Blast” (Kindy to Yr 6) – Sunday nights 

Christian Character Course – register online 

           

        

2017 – CG Notes #2         

STRONGER 

     

Title:  Blessed in God’s House    

    
     

KEY VERSE:       

Psalm 84:4-5 (AMP) 

 

Blessed and greatly favored are those who dwell in Your house and Your presence; they 

will be singing Your praises all the day long. Selah. 

 

Blessed and greatly favored is the man whose strength is in You, 

In whose heart are the highways to Zion. 
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In this lesson, we will discuss what a blessing and privilege it is to be attendance at God’s 

House and to serve the Lord gladly with our worship and our ministry to God and to one 

another. God’s House is one of the best places to be encouraged and made stronger.  The 

sons of Korah, the psalmists whom this psalm is attributed to, certainly thought this was 

so. 

 

Psalm 84 begins with: To the Chief Musician; set to a Philistine lute. A Psalm of the sons 

of Korah. 

 

So who were the sons of Korah? Their ancestry goes back to the time of Moses. Their 

ancestor, Korah was a Levite who led a rebellion against Moses. He and other Levites had 

been entrusted with the responsibility of transporting and looking after the sacred objects 

of the Tabernacle – the portable tent of worship God had instructed them to make. 

 

At some point, Korah and 250 other Levites grew tired of their task and did not esteem 

their role. (Numbers 4:15, 7:9, ch. 16) Together they challenged Moses’ leadership and 

accused him of exalting himself above all the people. How painful this personal attack 

must have been to Moses! 

Moses’ heart was grieved. Korah and the others did not understand the privilege it was to 

serve the Lord. They had their own opinions of what they thought they should do and not 

have to do. 

 

Moses response to them: 

 

Numbers 16:9 NLT 

 

Does it seem insignificant to you that the God of Israel has chosen you from among all the 

community of Israel to be near Him so you can serve in the Lord’s Tabernacle and stand 

before the people to minister to them? 

 

They did not value being in the presence of God, serving God and ministering to the 

people. All they saw was the work requirement.  

 

Sadly, judgment fell upon Korah and the others but mercifully his children were spared 

and his generations continued. 

 

Numbers 26:11 NKJV 

 

Nevertheless the children of Korah did not die. 
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It appears that Korah’s descendants learned from this hard lesson and through the 

generations they served the Lord and became a strength to the nation. In King David’s 

time the Korahites aided him in battle. Then in an unprecedented move, David brought the 

Tabernacle up to Mt. Zion and established it as the place of worship preceding the Temple 

being built. There, the sons of Korah served the Lord in a variety of roles: gatekeepers, 

(their chief duty, 1 Chrn 26:1) psalmists, musicians, and singers, along with other duties.  

 

Psalm 84:10 AMP 

For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand [anywhere else]; 

I would rather stand [as a doorkeeper] at the threshold of the house of my God 

Than to live [at ease] in the tents of wickedness. 

 

The sons of Korah loved the presence of God. They loved serving the Lord whatever their 

task. They considered it a great privilege and a joy to be in God’s House. 

 

Discussion: 
 

 What do you experience in a church service or Connect Group that strengthens  
you? 

 

 How does the worship of God with the community of believers bring you strength? 
 

 Why is it important to gather with other believers, particularly for church services  
and Connect Groups? 

 

Generations later, the sons of Korah were key workers in God’s House. Unlike their 

ancestor they considered it a great blessing and privilege. What blessing comes to your 

heart when you serve? 

 

Psalm 84:5 

Blessed and greatly favored is the man whose strength is in You, 

In whose heart are the highways to Zion. 

 

The meaning of the word strength is very plain here: might, power, strength, physically, 

materially, even politically. As humans we have a degree of might, power and strength – 

some more so than others.  But when we compare our strength to God’s – there is no 

comparison at all! How good it is that we can exchange our strength for His strength and 

when we have no strength at all, we can rely upon Him. 

  

Isaiah 40:29 (NKJV) 

He gives power to the weak, 

And to those who have no might He increases strength. 
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Psalm 46 is another of the psalms attributed to the sons of Korah. It begins: 

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” 

 

 

 
 

Thieves and thugs were a constant threat as illustrated in the story of the Good Samaritan. 

(Luke 10:25-37). The person who was determined to make the pilgrimage to worship in 

Jerusalem was also aware of the difficult journey and the perils that awaited them as they 

travelled. 

 

“In whose heart are the pathways to Zion” is such a beautiful phrase. In this phrase we see 

that there is a firm determination to go to the place of worship. Obstacles, challenges 

sometimes troubles may oppose this pilgrim but in his heart he sees the way. This blessed 

man has set his heart in the direction of Zion and he draws his strength to do so from the 

Lord. 

 

Discussion: 
 

 There is such strength found in worshipping the Lord, particularly in the company of  
other believers. However, there are sometimes reasons why we do not do so.  

 

 Discuss what obstacles might discourage you from “the pathways”? E.g. busyness,  
tiredness, distracted thoughts. 

 

 What can you do to overcome these obstacles? 
 

 

 

The journey to Jerusalem – “the 

highways to Zion” was not an easy 

journey. Travel in the ancient world 

was difficult at best. Few paved roads 

existed in Israel. Most roads were 

well -worn paths used by foot traffic 

or animals used for transporting 

goods. If the roads were good most 

travellers could journey up to 30 

kilometres in a day – a very long day. 

Nazareth, for example to Jerusalem is 

just under 110 Kilometres a three to 

four day journey. 


