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2017 – CG Notes #16       

STRONGER by Seeking God Passionately & Personally 

     

Title:    Christian Character – Living from the inside out 
    

 

 

The Christian’s experience is unique. Although there are many outward expressions of our 

faith in practice, the real experience is what happens on the inside – in the core of our 

being. If we have genuinely received salvation through Jesus Christ, then His life-giving, 

transformational power is at work in us. We are changed from the inside out. 

 

Our view of others is usually from the outside and then maybe after a time, we begin to 

know the real person that they are. Not so with God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
UPCOMING DATES … 

 

Big Birthday Bash – 23 July 

INCollege Semester 2 – 30 July 

LIT – 30 July 

New Service Times – 8.45am, 10.45am & 5.30pm 

Kids “Blast” (Kindy to Yr 6) – Sunday nights 

Christian Character Course – register online 

Imagine Recovery – Every Thursday Night 
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1 Samuel 16:7 

…For man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart. 

 

CORE … 

 
Another term we can use to describe our inner self is our core. 

 

It’s at the core of our being that we receive salvation. A new heart – a new core being 

begins with the new birth. This is where real change begins. 

 

Discuss 
 

 The most definitive sign that a person has been born-again is that there is a significant  
change within them. Imperfections and struggles may still be present but there are  
certain fundamental changes. 

 

 What are some of the changes you have experienced and/or witnessed in the lives of  
others after they have come to salvation? e.g motivations, desires 

 

2 Corinthians 5:17 – new creation 

Ezekiel 36:26 – new heart 

2 Peter 1:4 – partakers of the divine nature 

 

As a direct result of salvation and the Lordship of Christ in our hearts, His character begins 

to be formed and established in us. This is the on-going work of the Holy Spirit that we 

should willingly co-operate with. 

 

“Character is like the foundation of a house –it’s what is below the surface.” 

 

God’s will for our character is “Christ-likeness.” Our lives are to be transformed in such a 

way that the image of the Son can be seen in us. He is in us through the Holy Spirit and 

when our lives are transformed by His Spirit, He can be seen in us. 

 

 

2 Corinthians 3:18 NKJ 

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being 

transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

 

Romans 8:29 NLT 

For God knew His people in advance, and He chose them to become like His Son, so that 

His Son would be the firstborn, with many brothers and sisters. 
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Christ-like character is not simply good character. There are many good, moral people in 

the earth who are not Christians. Christian character is different in that it is the outworking 

of the new nature of Christ within. It’s not so much demonstrating good morals to the 

world – it’s showing Jesus to the world. 

 

So from our CORE – that is our hearts, we are born again. 

Out of that CORE comes our CHARACTER. 

Out of our CHARACTER comes our CONDUCT. 

 

CONDUCT … 

 
Conduct is the part of us that people see. 

 

“A man’s reputation is only what men think him to be. His character is what God knows 

him to be.” – Joseph Addison 

 

Conduct is our character in Christ revealed – lived out before others. 

 

Paul said to Timothy: 

 

1 Timothy 4:12 NKJ 

Be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 

 

Philippians 3:17 NKJ 

Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk as you have us for a 

pattern. 

 

See also: James 3:13 

 

Discuss: 

 

 What do you think unbelievers and believers alike should expect to see regarding the  
conduct of a person who claims to be a Christian? 

 

 How should our conduct differ from that of the world? 
 

Our conduct shows our character at home, at work, at play. This is where we walk out, 

work out and live out our faith. This is where our faith is more than just words and its seen 

in how we act and react. It’s revealed in what we do and don’t do, in what we allow and 

don’t allow. 
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CONSISTENCY …. 
 

Out of our character comes our conduct. 

Out of our conduct comes CONSISTENCY. 

 

Consistency is where faithfulness and reliability are born. Consistency produces moral 

strength. Anyone can be faithful for a day but consistent faithfulness over a long period of 

time is a demonstration of character. 

 

Consistency is a long obedience in one direction. 

 

Hebrews 13:7-8 MSG 

Appreciate your pastoral leaders who gave you the Word of God. Take a good look at the 

way they live, and let their faithfulness instruct you, as well as their truthfulness. There 

should be a consistency that runs through us all. For Jesus doesn’t change – yesterday, 

today, tomorrow, He’s totally Himself. 

 

Character, conduct and consistency are key to the makings of a leader. 

 

We all have an area of life that we are called to lead in – areas great and small and perhaps 

the most important leadership of all is “self-leadership”. 

 

Discuss: 
 

 What is “self-leadership”? 

 Why is the development of Christ-like character so important to self-leadership? 

 Why is the development of Christ-like character important to any type of leadership? 
 

 

CONFIDENCE … 
 

2 Corinthians 7:16 NIV 

I am glad I can have complete confidence in you. 

 

Character and consistency will produce confidence in you from others. They will observe 

your life and believe that you are someone they can trust. Another word for this is 

credibility. 

 

Credibility and confident trust are foundational to leading in life. 

 

Dwight D. Eisenhower, former US Army General and US President during the 1950’s 

said: 
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“In order to be a leader a man must have followers. And to have followers, a man must 

have their confidence, hence the supreme quality for a leader is unquestionable integrity 

(character) …without it, no real success is possible.” 

 

“If a man’s associates find him guilty of phoniness, if they find that he lacks forthright 

integrity, he will fail. His teachings and action must square with each other. The first great 

need, therefore is integrity and high purpose.” 

 

CONTRIBUTION … 

 

People will contribute and help you when they have confidence in you. 

 

We do this journey together and none of us can attain our goals or reach our final 

destination on our own. We need each other. We need the help of others. We are more 

likely to attract the help of others when they feel confident to invest their contribution of 

time, prayer, wisdom, and personal resources. 

 

COMPLETION … 

 

2 Timothy 4:7 NIV 

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 

 

These are some of the last words written by the Apostle Paul. He knew that he had 

completed his journey of faith and the work that God had set for him to do, yet he also 

knew that he did not get there on his own. His letters attest to the many helpers he had that 

contributed to his completion of his mission in life. 

 

The humble man or woman is able to acknowledge that no one achieves success without 

the contribution of others. May we ever be grateful for the help that we all have received 

along the way. 

 

Conclusion: 
 

1 John 4:17 NLT 

And as we live in God, our love grows more perfect. So we will not be afraid on the day of 

judgment, but we can face Him with confidence because we are like Christ here in this 

world. 

 

 

 


