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2017 – CG Notes #15       

STRONGER by Seeking God Passionately & Personally 

     

Title:    Deep love and devotion –lessons from the Song of Solomon 
    

 

Key Scripture:  

 
Song of Solomon 2:4 (NLT) 

4 He escorts me to the banquet hall; it’s obvious how much he loves me. 

 

The Song of Solomon! Now that we have your attention … let’s explore what it means to 

deeply love and to be loved by God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
UPCOMING DATES … 

 

Special Guests Kelvin & Bek Windsor – 9 July 

Valiant Man – 17 July (Monday nights) 

INCollege Semester 2 – 30 July 

New Service Times – 8.45am, 10.45am & 5.30pm 

Kids “Blast” (Kindy to Yr 6) – Sunday nights 

Christian Character Course – register online 

Imagine Recovery – Every Thursday Night 
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You are probably aware that the Song of Solomon is a beautiful and intimate love poem. 

Tradition tells us that generations ago not everyone was allowed to read it. It was withheld 

until the reader was of age.  In the the literal sense, it was not a book for” general 

audiences”. 

 

However, in the spiritual sense and for us in the church age, many have interpreted it as an 

allegory of the love of Christ and His Bride, the church. Certainly the Apostle Paul 

compared the love of Christ to that of a husband for His wife (Ephesians 5) so it is not an 

interpretive stretch to look to the Song of Solomon to understand the love of Christ on a 

deeper and more personal level. 

 

The Song of Solomon is written with several voices: the voices of a young woman, her 

beloved man and the voices of her young friends as well as the voice of a narrator. The 

switching between voices is sometimes confusing to the reader. For our purposes we will 

confine our study to four comments made by the young woman. This is appropriate for us 

as these statements provide insight for us as the Bride of Christ and the deep longings we 

should hold for Him in our hearts.  

 

With this thought in mind we might ask ourselves: do I have a functional faith or a deep 

love and devotion for the God I serve? 

 

1. “Kiss me again” Song of Solomon 1:2 
 

This book begins with the most startling statement: “Kiss me again and again, for your 

love is sweeter than wine.” (NLT) We the readers, feel like we have intruded upon a very 

private moment. We shouldn’t be hearing this conversation but there it is – she has said 

the words and it doesn’t seem she minds others listening in. She speaks from what she 

knows. She has experienced his touch, felt his love and longs to experience him not once, 

but over and over again. 

 

The passionate seeker of God desires His touch, not once but over and over again. No one 

and no thing will satisfy. The “emergency seeker”, the casual convert is content with His 

touch as is necessary or convenient. The passionate lover of God longs for Him with a 

deep desire. 

 

Ps 42:1-2 NLT 

As the deer pants for streams of water, so I long for You, O God. 

I thirst for God, the Living God. When can I come and stand before Him? 
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Discuss: 
 

Revelation 2:4-5 (NIVUK) 

4 Yet I hold this against you: you have forsaken the love you had at first. 5 Consider how 

far you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will 

come to you and remove your lamp-stand from its place. 

 

Other translations translate “forsaken” as lost, left or abandoned. All provide a certain 

nuance of meaning but the point is clear: it’s upon the church/individuals to return to Him. 

It’s we who leave and not the Lord. 

 

Consider:  

 

 Can you think of a time when you were more in love with the Lord than you are now? 
 

 Have other people, responsibilities or things taken His place? 
(A private question and answer.) 

 

Hebrews 13:5b AMP 

He has said, “I will never [under any circumstances] desert you [nor give you up nor 

leave you without support, nor will I in any degree leave you helpless], nor will I forsake 

or let you down or relax My hold on you [assuredly not]!” 

 

It’s obvious that the Lord is deeply committed to His relationship with us yet we have 

witnessed – even in ourselves possibly, that people leave the Lord. It’s been said that it’s 

rare that someone leaves the Lord abruptly, but rather, it’s gradually over time and one 

decision or lack of decision at a time. 

 

Little foxes 

 

Song of Solomon 2:15 

Catch the foxes for us – the little foxes that ruin the vineyards – for our vineyards are in 

bloom. 

 

In order for the vineyard to produce grapes, the vines must first blossom. Pollination is a 

critical stage before fruit is set. The metaphor shown to us is that some outside force has 

come to disturb this process – something has prevented, even ruined love from coming to 

fruition. 

 

There are “little foxes” in all of our lives. Things that distract, that steal our love and 

affection. 
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Consider:  
 

 What “little foxes” do you need to be aware of?  
 

 How is it you can “catch” them and prevent them from stealing your love for the Lord? 
 

2. Draw me away. 
 

Song of Solomon 1:4 NKJV 

Draw me away! We will run after you. 

 

The longing of the young woman’s heart is that she be swept away by his love. “Call me. 

Come for me – I long to be with you! I will run after you.” 

 

She has met with his attention and love but she does not feel worthy of it. There is a 

certain sense that comes upon our souls when we discover that we are the object of God’s 

affection. There is also a certain humility when we understand the privilege this is. 

 

In chapter 1:6 the young woman is humble in her own eyes. 

 

“Do not look upon me, because I am dark, because the sun has tanned me. My mother’s 

sons were angry with me; They made me the keeper of the vineyards, but my own vineyard 

I have not kept.” 

 

She marvels that he is attracted to her at all, as she is self-conscious regarding her 

appearance. She has been hard at work in the vineyards and borne the heat of the sun. Her 

work-load has been great and she has had little time for herself. “My own vineyard I have 

not kept.” 

 

Yet, he comes for her and when she meets with him the cares and concerns of her life are 

swept away. As we spend time in God’s presence our burdens are swept away. Many of us 

have borne the heat of day and the cares of life and our responsibilities mean that we have 

little time for ourselves. As we seek Him, He lifts our load and refreshes our souls. 

 

The passionate seeker of God cries “draw me and we will run after you.” 

 

Consider: 
 

 What “vineyard” have you not kept – that is, what  important area of life have  
you neglected due to the demands of life?  

 

 How could spending time in God’s presence help you in this particular area of life? 
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3. I seek Him 
 

Song of Solomon 3:1-2 NKJV 

By night on my bed I sought the one I love; I sought him, but I did not find him. 

2 I will arise now, I said, and go about the city; in the streets and in the squares I will seek 

the one I love. 

 

The passionate seeker of God knows it is not always convenient or easy to seek after God. 

 “I will arise now …” the young woman said. It’s the middle of the night! She can’t sleep 

for love of him and so she decides to leave her bed and seek after the one she loves. 

 

Sometimes the sweetest times of prayer are those in the middle of the night when we leave 

the comfort of bed to know the comfort of His presence. We seek His presence and He 

seeks our attention – to hear His voice speaking to us. 

 

And so, he comes to her: 

 

Song of Solomon 5:2 HCSB 

I sleep, but my heart is awake.  

A sound! My love is knocking! 

 

Ps 42:8 NKJV 

The LORD will command His loving kindness in the daytime, and in the night His song 

shall be with me – a prayer to the God of my life. 

 

Prayers in the night can be one of the most precious, Holy Spirit encounters you can have. 

But it’s a challenge to get out of bed in the middle of the night especially in winter! 

 

In the Song of Solomon, the young woman hears her beloved knocking but she does not 

respond at first. He calls for her to open the door but she hesitates. “I have taken off my 

robe; how can I put it on again? I have washed my feet, how can I defile them? (v.3) She 

delays until when she finally opens the door to him he has gone away. 

 

We must be ready to open the door to Him. Receptive to His invitation to be with Him. We 

cannot ever afford to be indifferent to His presence, taking Him for granted, leaving Him 

at the door until we are finished with being so preoccupied with everyone and everything.  

 

Jesus says to His Church: 

 

Rev 3:19-20 NLT 

19 I am the one who corrects and disciplines everyone I love. Be diligent and turn from 

your indifference. 
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20 Look! Here I stand at the door and knock. If you hear me calling and open the door, I 

will come in, and we will share a meal as friends. 

 

Jesus invites us to deeper friendship with Him. He calls us away from complacency and 

indifference and into the fire of His love. 

 

Matt 13:22 NLT 

… But all too quickly the message is crowded out by the cares of this life and the lure of 

wealth. 

 

Consider: 
 

The young woman had several, what she considered valid reasons for not quickly 

answering the door to her beloved. 

 

 What cares of life prevent you from answering His call? 
 

 What things lure your love away? 
 

 What is the Holy Spirit making you aware of right now? 
 

4. I belong to Him 
 

Song of Solomon 7:10 NKJV 

I am my beloved’s and His desire is toward me. 

 

The passionate heart can rest in the assurance of His love. There is a deep knowing that 

goes beyond the reasoning of the mind. It comes to the heart of the one who has been 

filled with the love of God. 

 

Ephesians 3:16-19 NLT 

16 I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower you with inner 

strength through his Spirit. 17 Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust 

in him. Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong. 18 And may you 

have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, 

and how deep his love is. 19 May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great 

to understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life and power 

that comes from God. 

 

Consider: 
 

 Is your soul at rest in Him? 
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 Do you have a confidence and an assurance of His love? 
 

Can you say? 

 

 I belong to Jesus 

 He knows me 

 He loves me 

 He wants me 

 He accepts me 
 

He sought us when we did not know Him or even desire Him. 

 

His love is unconditional and does not rest on my merit (attractiveness to Him) but in His 

character alone. 

 

 


