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2017 – CG Notes #11       

STRONGER by Submitting Your Life 

     

Title:    Submitted to God’s Word 
    

 

Key Scripture:  

Matthew 28:20 (NLT) 

Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. 

 

John 14:15 ESV  

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 

 

Submission to God’s Word and obedience to the commands of Jesus are of major 

importance to the follower of Jesus Christ. They are of such priority and significance that 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING DATES … 

 

INChurch Women – 20 June 

Heart for His House – 25 June 

New Service Times – 21st May, 8.45am, 10.45am & 5.30pm 

Kids “Blast” (Kindy to Yr 6) – Sunday nights 

Christian Character Course – register online 

Imagine Recovery – Every Thursday Night 
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Jesus included this instruction in His final words to his disciples which we know as the 

Great Commission. Obedience to the words of Christ specifically, as well as all of God’s 

Word is just as much a part of the Great Commission as “Go into all the world…” 

 

In John 14, as Jesus was preparing His disciples for the events that would follow, He put it 

plainly: “If you [really] love Me, you will keep and obey My commandments.” (Amplified 

Bible). After Jesus had left the earth, they would still have His Words and His presence 

through the Holy Spirit and it is the same for us, His followers today. 

 

In today’s world, there is not just a lack of respect for the Word of God, there is all out 

unbelief, even mockery and hatred.  Beside that, some segments of the modern church do 

not accept the Bible as authoritative, inspired, and inerrant. Sad to say, there is plenty of 

“picking and choosing” going on.  

 

So where does that leave us if we follow such thought? Just what part of the Word of God 

do we obey? Our favourite verses, the words of comfort and encouragement? Those 

concepts that are politically correct and socially sensitive? What do we say of ourselves 

regarding the portions we choose to ignore? 

 

Whose authority? 
 

Directly and indirectly the voice of God is spoken through the Scriptures, therefore it’s 

clear that the Word of God is the voice of God speaking to us in multiplied ways. 

 

The Bible is a collection of 66 books, written by and through more than 40 different 

authors over a span of 1500 -2000 years, yet the theme of the Bible is cohesive: The 

revelation of God’s plan for mankind and the outworking of that relationship. 

 
Much of the content, particularly of the Old Testament is a narrative and a showcase of 

that relationship. From the events that occurred in the lives of the individuals we find a 

record of their interaction with God and the consequent outcomes. Many times we observe 

obedience to the voice of God despite fear or problems (e.g. Gideon) and other times we 

see their failures and disobedience (e.g. King Saul). 

 

Romans 15:4 (HCSB) 

For whatever was written in the past was written for our instruction, so that we may have 

hope through endurance and through the encouragement from the Scriptures. 
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Discuss - 

 Why is it important that we accept the Word of God as authoritative over our lives? 
 

Useful to teach us 

 

2 Timothy 3:15-17 (NLT) 

15 You have been taught the Holy Scriptures from childhood, and they have given you the 

wisdom to receive the salvation that comes by trusting in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is 

inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is 

wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. 

17 God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work. 

 

Discuss - 
Timothy was taught the Scriptures from childhood by his mother and grandmother. What 

effect did that have upon his early life and the remainder of his life? 

 

“All Scripture is inspired by God” literally means, “God breathed”. Consider this literal 

definition.  Can you see a deeper meaning that goes beyond words in print? 

 

 List: what are the benefits of submitting to the Word of God? 
 

3 keys to understanding God’s Word 
 

There are many good methods of Bible Study and a myriad of Bible helps, both on-line 

and in print to assist you in the study of God’s Word. All these aside, there are three 

essential keys to understanding the Word of God: 

 

1. The Word of God is spiritual, so then it follows, it must be spiritually understood. 
 

1 Corinthians 2:14 (NKJV) 

But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 

foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

 

The Bible does not make a lot of sense to the unbeliever. It appears as a collection of 

stories or sayings. Maybe you can remember trying to read the Word of God before you 

became a believer? 

 

It’s important that every time we approach the Scripture we need to have our spiritual eyes 

opened. We should pray that the Holy Spirit will breathe upon the Word and that we 

receive spiritual insight to what we read. 
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Psalm 119:18 NKJV 

Open my eyes, that I may see wondrous things from Your law. 

 

2. Willingly place yourself under the authority of God’s Word. 
 

When you willingly accept God’s Word as authoritative for your life, you discover true 

freedom as you align yourself to His ways.  

 

Psalm 119:133 (NIV) 

Direct my footsteps according to your word; let no sin rule over me. 

 

Willing submission to the Word of God is the cure for legalism. The legalist produces their 

lists of do’s and don’ts based upon Scripture but enforced out by guilt and shame. 

 

The heart of the person, who loves the Lord Jesus, loves His words and commands, 

willingly follows, and submits. 

 

We all know that in society and even our homes we have “the rules”. It seems that the less 

there is love the more there are rules. Rules are required when there is not a higher law of 

love in operation. We can demonstrate our love for God by willingly obeying His Word. 

 

3.  We must respond to what God speaks to us in His Word 

 

Matthew 7:24 (HCSB) 

“Therefore, everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them will be like a 

sensible man who built his house on the rock. 

 

The Bible is a book like no other. There is life and power in the Word of God. When 

received into our hearts and applied to our lives it can completely transform us from the 

inside out.  It’s foolish and even spiritually dangerous to listen or read the Word of God 

with no intention of actually acting upon what it says. 

 

James 1:22-25 (NLT) 

22 But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only 

fooling yourselves. 23 For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like glancing at 

your face in a mirror. 24 You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like. 

25 But if you look carefully into the perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it 

says and don’t forget what you heard, then God will bless you for doing it. 

 

 

 


